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Composer A entrusts world wide rights to GEMA  
Publisher B entrusts European rights to GEMA  
Sub-publisher C entrusts rights for Germany to GEMA  
D: Reciprocal agreements with sister societies (e.g. MCPS, SACEM etc.)  
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In effect, the German society (GEMA) can grant international licenses 
(applying country of destination tariffs) 
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Collective vs. individual – the structural basis 

Author 
Music 

Publisher 

Coll. Soc. Record 
Company 

Artist 

Coll. Soc. 

Users 

Authors’ Collecting Societies: e.g. MCPS/PRS, GEMA  
Producers’ (+ Artists’) Collecting Societies: e.g. PPL, GVL 
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Thank You! 
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